Film in RE
Some examples of
how film is useful in
primary RE

“You probably have more children in your school who
know the ‘Frozen’ script by heart than who can recite
two verses of any scripture. Films to children and young
people today are like scripture was in centuries past:
the stories that are told again and again, learned by
heart, shared in the community, invested in hugely, and
the stories by which we shape our moral
understanding, filter our view of the world, test our
sense of identity and aspiration and choose our
heroes.”
Here comes the first clip.

What is the movie?

What connections might there be to RE? What could you do?
Show the clip.
Flic, on behalf of
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
‘oppressed bugs
for justice, for they will be satisfied.”
Ask pupils to suggest
everywhere’ uses his Matthew’s Gospel, Sermon on the Mount how it connects to the
inventiveness to
scriptures – Christian
“Let him who has two coats give to the
struggle against the
examples here, but many
one who has none.”
evil grasshopper
others could be found
oppressors. Through
from different faiths.
“To those who have none, give food. To
many mistakes and
disasters, his idealism, those who have food, give hunger for
Ask pupils to make a
enthusiasm and ideas justice.”
storyboard for a movie of
keep him hoping for
their own which might
Is Hopper the Grasshopper like the
triumph.
tell a story of people
Pharaoh in the Pesach story? List the
seeking freedom.
ways…

What is the
movie?
A puppet life of
Jesus, very much
true to the Bible
text, told
through the eyes
of a small child
whose
encounter with
Jesus changes
her life.

What
What could you do?
connections
Get trios of pupils to do feelings graphs
might there be to
for three key characters in the story, and
RE?
then ask pupils to compare.
An obvious
question – the
movie is the best
£9 you can spend
for RE. Use it all in
small sections to
tell the whole
story of Jesus.

Consider the Bible text from which the
film is created: what do they think is
good, and what is not so good about the
way the film has shown the story? What
did the moviemaker get from the Bible?
Add to the Bible?
Show one scene, and ask the pupils to
storyboard another scene from Bible text
– then show it.

Jonathan is 8.
this is his code for
being naughty

What do you think is interesting
about Jonathan’s code?

Joanna is 9
this is her code for
being naughty

What do you think is
interesting about
Joanna’s code?

Making a code for being naughty

1.
2.
3.
4
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

10 things we think

Who might be

A good thing you could do instead of

are naughty

upset if you did this?

this:

What is the movie?

What connections might
there be to RE?

Buzz and Woody,
rivals, discover they
can be friends, and
need each other. In
this scene, Woody is
very jealous, he is
tempted and he is
mean in several
different, dishonest
and unkind ways. One
thing leads to another.

Share some ideas and examples of
It is a classic buddy movie, for
the values in action with the
small children. Ask them to
children in discussion.
apply the values: who does
each of these things? Who is
Consider what difference the
like these?
values we choose and live by make.
Love / Joy / Peace / Patience
Sentence starts:
/ Kindness / Gentleness/
Woody / Buzz shows the value of…
Goodness / Faithfulness / Self
when…
Control.

To infinity, and
beyond!

What could you do?

These 9 values come from
Extra - Discuss: is Andy like God to
Galatians 5: 22, and Saint Paul the toys? Are we – perhaps – like
calls them ‘the fruit of the
toys to God? P4C starter…
Spirit.’

What is the movie?

What connections might there What could you do?
be to RE?
The second lion king
Show the clip. Ask pupils to act
movie has a war brewing A great way to explore issues it out and consider whether the
between two tribes of
about tribes and exclusion,
lions are like the humans.
lions. One group,
cohesion and conflict.
Discuss: are humans all the
outcasts and rejects for
Is it a kind of racism that we
same? Are we like tribes, like
reasons of history, face
are looking at here? A way of the different prides of lions?
another, relaxed in their
solving it?
Can we be peaceful even though
superiority.
we are different? Are we all the
Common nature, the same
same? What conflicts in the
But from each side, two though different, is the theme.
world today are ‘tribal / pridal’,
lions fall in love.
like the lions?
Jews / Samaritans
Muslims / Christians
Some great music too.
Leicester Tigers / Northampton

i) A man once asked the Prophet Muhammad
what was the best thing is Islam, and he replied,
“It is to feed the hungry and to give the greeting
of peace both to those you know and to those
you do not know.”

ii) Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul and all your strength. Love your
neighbour as you love yourself.
Judaism and Christianity: Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus
19:18

Islam: Hadith of Bukhari

iii) Whenever you see someone else hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison
and do not look after them, you do not look after
me, said Jesus.

iv) Let your aims be common
and your hearts united,
and all of you be of one mind,
so you may live well together.

Christianity: Matthew 25:31-46

Hinduism: Rig Veda 10.191.4

v) The only possible basis for a sound morality is
mutual tolerance and respect: tolerance of one
another’s customs and opinions; respect for one
another’s rights and feelings; awareness of one
another’s needs.

vi) There is no greater penance than patience, no
greater happiness than contentment, no greater
evil than greed, no greater virtue than mercy, and
no more potent weapon than forgiveness.

Non-religious: A J Ayer, The Humanist Outlook

Sikhism: Guru Amardas

The Forest seating area at
Ferncumbe PS is great for
thinking, storytelling, pair
and share, planning and
also for burning stuff…

100 people – made of sticks and string – to model the fact that
we live in a very unequal world. 10 of them have almost all the
money, 90 have almost nothing. What would happen? What
should happen? And in the real world?

Whole class speedy
teamwork project:
biodegradable string, and
make 100 stick people (this
is a stick and leaf, but you
get the idea)

If the whole world was a village of 100 people...
• This construct can be used to understand a lot about distributions
(connects to Geography). Turn the figures into guessing games – e.g. using
the ‘Jelly Babies’ PowerPoint. Relate to ‘World Woodie Village’, which will
be created in Forest
• In religion, 34 would be Christians, and 21 Muslim, 16 Hindu, 14 nonreligious and 7 Buddhists. There would be 4 atheists and the other four
people stand for lots of smaller groups of believers.
• In money, imagine the village has £1000. 10 of the 100 people in the world
village would own 85% of this. Perhaps each of these ten would have £85
of the money for themselves. The other 90 people would have to share just
15% of the money. They’d have an average of 18 pence each. Is that fair?
Why not? What should be done? You might think it worth collecting 1000
pennies to illustrate this, or using 1000 leaves (collect and count at the
start of the session – set three teams to collect 334 leaves each)

What is the movie?
Wallace and Gromit
live in a town
obsessed with a
competition for giant
vegetables, and want
to be compassionate
to the rabbits, even
though they are
eating the giant veg.
Bring on the Bunny
Vac!

What connections might
there be to RE?

What could you do?

Share some NDEs with
The joke here is that the NDE children, and talk about
what these experiences
is simulated by the Bunny
might mean.
Vac.
Show the clip twice, and
Where our culture is deathask them to notice how
phobic, and sees the end of
the Bunny Vac is similar
life as taboo, children need to
to the NDEs (Nick Park
talk about it. A soft way in is
did this on purpose)
usually good – and this is very
soft. No bunnies harmed in
Discuss a range of beliefs
this production.
about life after death.

What is the movie?

What connections
might there be to
C S Lewis’s famous story RE?
of a world behind a
wardrobe where four
Is Aslan Jesus?
children must test their Yes and no.
ideas of what is good as
bravely as they can,
Is the white witch
while the magical lion
Satan?
Aslan seems able to
Yes and no.
help, but where human
bad choices threaten
See the clip, and
everything.
read Matthew
27:45-28:10.

What could you do?
Watch a clip in which Aslan’s story
and the story of Jesus are parallel
Look for similarities and differences.
Compare a section of the film with a
section of the Bible story of Jesus.
Discuss the big idea: can the love of
one person change the guilt of
another?
Does Aslan save Edmund, like Jesus?
What does it mean to be a
Saviour?What sort of salvation does
humanity need today? Saved from,
by and for… How might Edmund’s life
be different because of this?

Do the dead have messages for the living?
“The Mexican Day of the Dead: the one day of the year
when our ancestors get to talk to us.”
A moving tale of a boy finding himself from his past,
learning to love and thinking about the people who
have shaped us, but no longer breathe.
New out on DVD, a new Pixar animation about the
day of the dead, full of provocative material about
life, identity, how our family shapes us, what love
means.









If the dead could speak to us, what advice would they
give?
Are we like our great grandparents and those who have
gone before?
Do they live on us?
Will we live on after we die?
Why do some people think this topic is scary or morbid,
but others find it interesting and fascinating?
Can religions teach us useful things about belief in the
afterlife?
Well over 5 billion people on earth (out of 7Bn) believe in
some kind of afterlife. Why is this belief so common?

For conversation – and planning
• The method here is pretty similar: clip, link, talk, think. And
go round again. Does that work as a plan?
• Which of the clips did you like best / will you use first?
• What other movies came to mind during the session as
clippable for RE?
• When would movie use have gone too far in RE? (They are
not really sacred texts, you know!)
• RE Film Club to see the whole film?
• What will you do because you have been here today?

